Observations of the sheath extension of the third stage, infective larvae of Trichostrongylus rugatus.
The length of the sheath extension of third stage (L(3)), infective larvae of Trichostrongylus rugatus is reported. The total length and length of the sheath extension of L(3) recovered from the faeces of sheep originating from two localities in South Australia were measured. The total length of larvae was 615-722 microm and the length of the sheath extension was 46-56 microm (mean 51.5). The larvae of T. rugatus comprised up to 72% of the larvae recovered. Worm free sheep were infected with larvae from the two localities and L(3) were recovered following culture of faeces from these experimentally infected animals. L(3) measured 640-746 microm in total length with a sheath extension of 46-56 microm (mean 51.4). Adult nematodes recovered from gastro-intestinal tracts were identified as T. rugatus. The length of the sheath extension used in conjunction with the total length is a characteristic that enables confident differentiation of infective larvae of T. rugatus from other Trichostrongylus species infecting sheep in southern Australia and Haemonchus contortus.